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To respond to the possibilities and challenges of the Baltic Sea region, the Uusimaa Regional Council has developed this Baltic Sea Programme for the years 2007–2013. It fulfils its own part in formulating the international cooperation priorities for the Helsinki Region. The current Programme also aspires to clarify the Baltic Sea regions cooperation requirements as seen from the viewpoint of the Helsinki Region. 

The aim of the Baltic Sea Programme for the Helsinki Region is to promote regional cooperation and to support the creation of new cross-border initiatives and proposals. The regional development objectives of the Helsinki Region implemented in the Baltic Sea sphere are outlined and prioritised in the Programme. The Programme has assembled the most important focal points for Baltic cooperation.
Objectives and priorities for developing the Baltic Sea cooperation:

1. To promote Russia and particularly the St. Petersburg region into the core position for the Baltic Sea cooperation in the Helsinki Region

2. To promote the twin region development of Helsinki and Tallinn

3. To tighten the collaboration of the central Baltic Sea regions (southern Finland, Sweden, St. Petersburg, Estonia, and Latvia)

4. To increase the interest of actors in the Helsinki Region in developing cooperation with the southern Baltic Sea regions (Denmark, Germany, Poland, Kaliningrad, Lithuania)
5. To respond to global development and Asian influence, among others, in the economy and logistics of the Baltic Sea region.




The Uusimaa Regional Council wishes to raise six themes, which are based on the aforementioned aims to develop Baltic Sea cooperation. The chosen themes support the Uusimaa Regional Council’s development work. The themes of the Programme are carefully chosen and are only a part of the many topics, which arose during the process. The themes are grouped into four visions of the Baltic Sea: Healthy Baltic Sea, New Hansa of Baltic Sea, Baltic Sea - region of competence, and Baltic Sea as a welfare region.

The themes are chosen so that possible projects can be financed through the new funding instruments.
Six themes of the Baltic Sea Programme for the Helsinki Region:
HEALTHY BALTIC SEA
1. Improving the condition of the Baltic Sea environment
NEW HANSA OF BALTIC SEA
2. Improving business operating environment

3. Tightening the cooperation of metropolitan areas

4. Strengthening the accessibility and logistical competitiveness of the Helsinki Region
BALTIC SEA, REGION OF COMPETENCE
5. Developing knowledge-based ‘Baltic Sea clusters‘

BALTIC SEA AS WELFARE REGION
6. Creation of a welfare Baltic Sea region

Baltic Sea Programme for the Helsinki Region has been created mainly from the viewpoint of the Uusimaa Regional Council. The Programme is the main result from the Helsinki Region in the sphere of the Baltic Sea project, which was carried out in 2006 to collect information, development needs, priorities and ideas, etc., to form the basis for the work. 

More information about the Baltic Sea Programme for the Helsinki Region can be found at the Programme’s web-site at http://www.uudenmaanliitto.fi. 
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